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PiM Celebrates Fifteen Years
of Ministry

When Karvin and Sandy returned
from Ecuador in May 1996, they
knew that their missionary work
was not over. The Lord had
already began to prepare Karvin
to start a missions organization
and had given him the name
coming from Philippians 1:5
where Paul was thanking the
Philippians for their continual
support of his missionary work,
“because of your partnership in
the gospel from the first day until
now”(niv).

On January 1, 1997 PiM was
founded as a free-standing
organization within the Church
of God, being approved by the
Church of God in LA. and
nationally that year. We were
incorporated by the fall and
received approval by IRS as a
non-profit  501(c)3  religious
organization by the next April.

Our ministry focused upon
Ecuador until the Lord began to
open the following doors. In
2001 Global Missions asked us
to consider working with the
Kuna Indians of Panama. That
same year we started working
with the church in Chepen, Peru
to build the D.S. Warner School
that now has 125 students 3 years
old through the 8 grade. In 2002
we went into the Amazon area of
Brazil to work with the
Fillmores. In 2006 one of our
board members, Paul Sanders,
became the director of the Prince

of Peace Home for Girls in
Guatemala. Karvin now serves
on their board as well.

In the beginning we had no
intentions of entered these other
countries, but the Lord opened
doors and gave us a heart to be
used.

Our focus has changed in
recent years from construction to
leadership training. This is
especially true among the Kuna
Indians of Panama where there is
a void of church leaders and in
Ecuador which receives many
groups to do construction.

In the last fifteen years, we
have preached in 47 church
mission conventions and in nine
state conventions. We have
helped raise over $1.3 million for
missions. We have made 48
mission trips taking over 300
people on those trips, giving
them an eye-witness view of
what God is doing in various
places.

When we think about the
past fifteen years of the places
where we have conducted
ministry, the people who have
touched our lives and those
whom we have touched, we
know that it would not have been
possible without YOU!l!  You
are the one who gave and who
prayed. You made it possible for
us to go and make disciples of
the people living in Guatemala,
Panama, Ecuador, Peru and
Brazil. Thank you for being a
partner with us in missions. You
made the difference!!!
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January 14-15Hope
Community Church Missions
Convention ~ Shreveport, LA

January 21 PiM Board of
Directors Meeting

February 11-17Trip to
PoP Girls Home in Guatemalg

February 25-26 Cedar Creek
Church Missions Convention +
Greenville, TN
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The school celebrated its
anniversary with a parade and
activities in downtown Chepen.
You
can
see
photos
of this
on our
web
site
just click “Peru” page.

Warner School in Peru
Celebrates Eleven Years of
Quality Christian Education

What started as a vision of pastor
Nicolas Perez of Chepen, Peru
has now brought reason for
celebration as he sees the harves
of seed planted years ago.
Karvin remembers that when
Pastor Nicolas first asked him to
help with the construction of the
building of the Warner School in

2000 that he wasn’t sure PiM
was ready for such a challenge.
We had not visited Peru and
were still trying to determine

exactly what the Lord wanted us
to do, but our confidence in

Nicolas made it easier to say
“yes” and PiM has been working

in Chepen since 2001.

The school started with five
kindergarten students in 2000;
today it has 125 students 3 years
old through & grade. Plans are
to add a class for 2 year olds next
March. When the school year
starts in March 2012 it will have
six new computers, nine flat TV
screens and nine DVD players
installed in each classroom ready
to be used. The graduatind' 6
grade students said that they

hated to leave the school because

the public schools do not have
such technology available in
their classes.

Prince of Peace Success Stories

The school year ended
October at the Prince of Peace
Home for Girls in Guatemala.
We are pleased to let you kngw
that three of our girls have grad-
uated from high school.

has been
PoP for 8
years. During
that time sh
has never ha
even one fam
ily  member
visit her. When she was 11 years
old, her mother simply left th
house and never returned. The
woman they were living wit
began to beat Caty and when this
was recognized by her teacher,
Caty came to Prince of Peace.
Several months ago, Dr. Ji
took Caty to a dangerous part |of
the city to meet an uncle with the
hope that the uncle would kno
something about the whereabouts
of Caty’s mother. Unfortunatel
the uncle had no information.
Caty is one of the most
delightful young ladies we have
ever known. She loves God with
all her heart, is very grateful for
all she has here and has a very
tender heart for the younger gitls

at Prince of Peace. In January she
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will begin her job as an elemen-
tary school teacher and wants|to
study communications at the
university.

Myra is
almost 21 an
has been at Pa
for 12 years. Sh@
suffered signifi-g
cant emotiona
and physicaFs.
abuse from bot
parents who are now deceased.
Her brother who tried to care for
her was accidently shot and
killed. Her sister-in-law wa
economically unable to provide
for her and thus she became part
of our family at Prince of Peace.
Myra is very small in stature but
has a big heart for God and for
little children. Not surprisingl
she will teach kindergarten and
wants to study psychology at the
university.

Carol, on the right, is almos

20 yeard y =

old

Jasmin has been at PoP for |10
years. Carol and Jasmin have a
good relationship with thei
mother but have no knowledge pf
their father. There are 2 younger
siblings at home and even though
their mother works daily, sh
cannot provide for Carol an
Jasmin and thus they came to be
part of our family at Prince
Peace. Carol is a very talented
artist and wants to study graphic
design and then industrial design
at the university. It has been|a
delight to be a part of her
maturation into a very confident
and grateful young Christia
woman.

17
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The Lord was with Me
By Karvin

Last October | was climbing
steep river bank while huntin
when | started having pain in
chest and in my back between
my shoulder blades. When | gpt
out of the woods | called Sandy
and told her to call my doctar
and schedule test for | felt | was
having heart problems. A nuclear
stress test a couple of weeks
later, suggested blockage, thefe-
fore the doctor recommended| a
heart cath for the followin
week. | preached on Sunday, but
was again having chest pajin
while driving home from church
The heart cath showed that one
of my arteries was 90% blocke
but also had a blood clot. A stent
was put in to open the artery.| |
was out of the hospital the next
day. The doctor told Sandy that |
was a heart attack “waiting
happen.”

Special thanks for those who
lifted me up in your prayers, far
your calls and cards.

News from the Lamberts in
Ecuador
(from their Dec. newsletter)

Danny and the Rabies Epidemic
Most of you know the name
Danny Andrango from our
updates. Danny, our sort of
adopted third child, has lived
with us since his father kicked
him out of their house six years
ago. Danny is serving his year of
medical service. He was sent by
the Ecuadorian government as a
doctor to the hospital in the
remote Amazonia town of
Taisha.

The first week of November
two indigenous children were
brought to the Taisha hospital
with symptoms of encephalitis.
Danny was the doctor in charge
of the children. Because of their
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failure to respond to treatment
and the Ilimited resources in
Taisha, Danny transferred them
to the larger jungle town of
Macas. Danny then left Taisha
and traveled to Quito to help us
with a medical clinic. Meanwhile
the Macas hospital had sent the
children on to a hospital in the
large city of Cuenca where both
died. The cause of death was
found to be Rabies. With the
death of several more children
and the almost panic state of the
residents of Taisha, Danny was
called back along with all
medical personnel from that area.
Since then a dozen children from
Taisha have died including a
fifteen year old girl that died this
morning as we write this update.
Danny was able to take a vaccine
that protects even if one has been
exposed to the Rabies virus. But
by the time the locals realize
their children are becoming sick
the virus is too far along to save
the children. Only six cases in
history of those unvaccinated
have survived once the virus
takes hold.

The rabies virus is being
spread by vampire bats that land
near the children at night as they
sleep. The bats then spit saliva
that numbs the spot they want to
bite. The bats then bite the
children usually on the head and
lap the blood that comes from the
wound.

Jon’s Trip to Kuna Yala

The trip to the San Blas Islands
to visit the indigenous Church of
God among the Kuna (Cuna)
tribe was an adventure from the
start. The first order of business
was to meet up with Pastor Luis,
my host and travel companion.
As | arrived at the airport hotel,
there he sat with a broad smile.
We awoke at 4 AM the first day
only to find the hotel had not
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ordered us a taxi, which meant
we were forty-five minutes late
getting to the national airport
across town. We arrived at the
airport too late to secure plane
tickets to the islands. But after a
two hour wait, Luis somehow
talked the ticket agent into
allowing us to make the flight.

After an hour we arrived at
the mainland airstrip in a driving
rain, then a wet canoe ride to
Achutupu. | spent the afternoon
at the pastor's cane and reed
house, while Luis tried to secure
a launch to take us the hour boat
ride to the island of Ustupu. Two
hours later in another driving rain
in a weathered canoe, we
journeyed to Ustupu.

The Kuna indigenous tribal
area occupies a total of 150
islands which lie along the
Atlantic coast of Panama near the
Colombian border. When you
enter the Kuna world, you are
immediately taken to another
time in history. Ustupu and the
two other communities on their
tiny island have total population
of about 9,500. There are no
motorized vehicles, or even
bicycles. Most streets are no
more than six or eight feet wide
and turn and twist into a maze of
cane houses and fences. This
would have been what the first
Europeans saw in communities
along the sparsely populated
coasts of the new world. There is
a tremendous sense of commun-
ity there and the Kuna language
iS expressive
and lively.
Most
women
speak only
Kuna, while
the men and
older
children are
very comfortable using Spanish.

(continue on pg.4)
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Jon’s Trip to Kuna Yala
(Con’t from pg.3)

And of course there are the
intricate costumes of the women
with their famous "molas".

Our Friday afternoon confer-
encees on Ustupu which included
Bible Basics and Evangelism
were cut a bit short because we
had to use the Baptist church
building, as the Church of God
building was flooded with six to
eight inches of water inside. The
evening service was also cancel-
ed due to the flooded church and
high school graduation. We were
able to use the church on Satur-
day morning for our conferences
on History of the Church,
Homiletics and Christian Educa-
tion after the women of the
church bailed the water out.

Partners in Missions
108 Patricks CV
Calhoun, LA 71225
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However another storm arrived
in the afternoon and the Saturday
evening service had to be cancel-
ed due to an again flooded
sanctuary. The church was very
responsive and appreciative,
even though they were frustrated
with the flooding problem.

After Sunday  morning
service we took the hour boat
ride back to Achutupu where we
had a good evening service in the
packed church building. Early
Monday morning we canoed
across to the mainland where
Luis again negotiated me a seat
on the already full flight. | left
Achutupu waving at Luis and the
two pastors as the plane barely
made it into the air as we ran out
of land from the tiny airstrip. The
years without missionary

presence have been hard on the

Kuna church.
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However Brother Luis seems to
be a lifeline to them. They are so
remote and relative isolated, that
contact with the other parts of the
Panamanian church is sparse.
There is a great deal of hope in
the Kuna congregations that
remain and a great love of the
Church of God.
| really want to thank Part-
ners in Missions and especially
Karvin for allowing me the
opportunity to see and teach in
the Kuna church. | had wanted
to visit the San Blas Kuna church
since | first heard of the work
there. The body of Christ takes
so many forms and is in so many
diverse cultures, but the Christ in
us bridges all differences. The
church is the church wherever it
may be. Jon Lambert,
Missionary to Ecuador
(Karvin was not able to go with
Jon due to his recent heart stent.)



